
BUILD CANADA NOW 

An Open Letter to the Prime Minister of Canada 

 

September 15, 2025 

The Rt. Hon. Mark Carney, PC, MP 

Prime Minister of Canada 

 

Dear Prime Minister Carney,  

Six months have passed since the first “Build Canada Now” letter was sent to you and the leaders of 

Canada’s other political parties outlining an action plan to unlock Canada’s world class oil and 

natural gas resources to strengthen Canada’s economic sovereignty, resilience and prosperity. After 

the election, we followed up with a second letter expressing our support for our shared vision of 

Canada becoming an energy superpower, one that harnesses both conventional and clean energy 

resources. Since then, we have seen progress but it is insufficient to stimulate the investment and 

growth required to make this vision a reality.  

Thank you for leading the positive change in tone from the Federal Government in terms of the 

importance of economic development, including expanded investments in conventional energy. The 

launch of the new Major Projects Office, Indigenous Advisory Council, the initial list of projects of 

national significance, and the announcement that it will begin work in support of Pathways Plus are 

critical steps in the right direction. We appreciate the progress the Federal Government has made in 

these areas.   

However, Canada still lacks the clear, competitive and durable fiscal and regulatory policies required 

to achieve the so-called “Grand Bargain”. That bargain being significant emissions reductions, 

expanded market access and material upstream production growth. Achieving these three inter-

related outcomes goes beyond progressing select major projects but rather includes a multitude of 

other projects and related investments. Consequently, we reiterate our call to work together to make 

the policy changes required for this to happen.   

Our call to action is urgent, with persistent indicators that the Canadian economy is moving in the 

wrong direction. The need to improve productivity and create jobs requires swift and decisive action. 

Canada is blessed with an enviable abundance of oil and natural gas resources and has the 

expertise to develop them in a manner consistent with environmental responsibility, social values, 

and working with Indigenous groups for the benefit of Canada and Canadians. As leaders of this 

sector, we have consistently advocated for the changes required to unwind the past decade of 

increasing policy complexity and uncertainty that led to delayed investments, lost opportunities and a 

competitive disadvantage on the global energy stage.   

Given your background, you understand that the private sector and public markets require clarity 

and certainty to make the long-term investments necessary to realizing this sector’s potential, in turn 

creating thousands of high-paying jobs and significantly strengthening Canada’s economy.   

  



Making the changes expressed in the earlier Build Canada Now letters are necessary to send clear 

signals that Canada is open for business. To reiterate, we believe that your government must focus 

on the following: 

1. Significantly simplify regulations. The Federal Impact Assessment Act and West Coast tanker 

ban are impeding development and need to be overhauled and repealed, respectively. Existing 

processes are complex, unpredictable, subjective, and excessively long. Processes need to be 

clarified and simplified, and decisions must withstand judicial review. 

2. Shorten timelines for project approvals. The Federal Government needs to dramatically 

reduce regulatory timelines to approve all projects within months, not years, of application. This 

is required to restore investor confidence and once again attract capital to Canada. Clarity on 

provincial versus federal jurisdiction related to project approvals is also required and needs to be 

respected.  

3. Commit to grow production, not limit it. The Federal Government’s unlegislated cap on 

emissions must be eliminated to allow the sector to grow and achieve its potential for the benefit 

of Canada and Canadians. The “production cap” creates uncertainty, is redundant, will result in 

production cuts, and stifles investment.  

4. Fiscal framework that attracts investment. The Federal carbon levy on large emitters is not 

globally cost competitive and should be repealed allowing provinces to set regulations. The 

Federal Government can lead cooperation across jurisdictions, protecting domestic and 

international competitiveness. Industry needs clear, competitive, and durable fiscal frameworks, 

including associated with carbon and overall taxation, to secure capital and incentivize 

investment.  

5. Incent Indigenous investment opportunities. The Federal Government needs to provide 

Indigenous loan guarantees at scale so industry can create ownership opportunities to increase 

prosperity and ensure Indigenous communities benefit from resource development.  

As you have clearly stated, our country needs to move from “uncertainty to prosperity”.  There needs 

to be tangible change to make this happen, and without clear and urgent action we risk missing a 

generational opportunity to capture the potential before Canada now.  

As Parliament resumes for the Fall sitting, the energy industry remains committed to working with 

you, your cabinet, and the provinces on an urgent basis to achieve the energy sector’s potential for 

the good of Canada. Together, Canada can become the global energy superpower we all envision. 

We look forward to your response.  

Sincerely,  
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